
You can now become a semiconductor

technician in just 10 days
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June 2, 2023 · 3 min read

Arizona has long been a magnet for semiconductor

companies, and now it’s a magnet for their expansions.

Intel announced in 2021 it was building two chip factories

in Chandler, Arizona, which will bring 6,000 jobs. Last

December, Taiwanese chip giant TSMC said it was putting

a second factory in the state.

With multibillion-dollar factories on the way comes the

need for workers with specialized skills to fill roles at the

new facilities. It’s a task that Arizona’s Maricopa

Community Colleges aims to deliver on.
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Your anxiety brings 4 distinct

superpowers

Americans may have seen the last of

big rent hikes
- ADVERTISEMENT -

Working with Intel, the school has created a 10-day

program through which students receive training to

become semiconductor technicians. The tuition is $270,

which is fully covered by grants for in-state students.

The brevity of the program reflects the needs of the

semiconductor industry, flush with CHIPS Act money, to

ramp up a specialized workforce fast. The US enacted the

CHIPS Act in 2022 to strengthen supply chains and

Intel in talks to be anchor investor in Arm IPO

- source

Reuters

Arizona Banks Offering 4%+ Interest Savings

Accounts

Students can apply for bachelor's degree

programs at Maricopa Community Colleges

Ad • RateZip
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reduce dependence on China, providing more than $50

billion in subsidies for domestic semiconductor

manufacturing and research. A majority of the funding

will be allocated toward new or expanded US factories.

Chipmakers are expected to hire more than 20,000

people in Arizona in the coming years, according to

Maricopa Community College officials. The mean annual

salary for a semiconductor processing technician in the

US is $48,370.

How to skill up a workforce fast

Even before the CHIPS Act was signed into law, Intel was

having trouble finding workers with the skills the

company needed, says Tom Pearson, the interim

associate dean of workforce programs at Maricopa

Community Colleges.

So in 2021, the school discussed with Intel and TSCM

what future employees would need to be taught in order

to enter the workforce as an entry-level semiconductor

technician. The resulting course features a mix of both

theory and practical skills, from setting up parallel

circuits to learning how hydraulics work. At the end of

the program, students can either receive three credits

KNXV - Phoenix Scripps

Intel reportedly in talks to be $10 billion

anchor investor in Arm's IPO

Yahoo Finance Video

Trending tickers: Intel l TSMC l Bellway l

Centrica l Ashtead

Yahoo Finance UK
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toward an advanced manufacturing degree or take a

subsidized industry certification exam to become a

semiconductor technician.

Traditionally, semiconductor technician jobs required an

associate degree. Dropping this educational requirement

helps widen the talent pool amid the ramping up of a

domestic supply chain, Pearson said. Employers are

realizing that “as long as they just get the skills, they

really don’t need the degree,” he said.
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Creating a more practical educational

program

The program’s brevity is also practical for the students.

People who enroll in these courses may already be

working, and would more likely to be able to take two

weeks away to attend the training versus three or four

weeks, Pearson said. Maricopa has implemented other

short programs, such as one to teach students how to

work with fiberglass, which has landed graduates of the

program in jobs at Boeing.

Book Now

Book on the app

 HOME MAIL NEWS FINANCE SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT LIFE SEARCH SHOPPING YAHOO PLUS MORE...Download the Yahoo News app

Sign in Mail

News US Politics World COVID-19 Climate Change Health Science Originals Contact Us

https://news.yahoo.com/
https://firsthand.co/professions/semiconductor-technicians/requirements
https://kinja.com/embed/inset/iframe?id=datawrapper-chart-cL0qu&
https://www.amazon.com/music/prime?aaxitk=045e4ecb74a6bfcb6fd3bf28471d31b6&ref_=dmm_acq_o_disp_milo&tag=disadvus-20
https://news.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/
https://mail.yahoo.com/
https://news.yahoo.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/
https://sports.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/entertainment/
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle
https://search.yahoo.com/search/
https://shopping.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/plus
https://www.yahoo.com/everything/
https://mobile.yahoo.com/news
https://login.yahoo.com/?.lang=en-US&src=news&.done=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.yahoo.com%2Fnow-become-semiconductor-technician-just-122200029.html&pspid=&activity=ybar-signin
https://mail.yahoo.com/?pspid=&activity=ybar-mail
https://news.yahoo.com/
https://news.yahoo.com/us/
https://news.yahoo.com/politics/
https://news.yahoo.com/world/
https://news.yahoo.com/coronavirus/
https://news.yahoo.com/tagged/climate-change/
https://news.yahoo.com/health/
https://news.yahoo.com/science/
https://news.yahoo.com/originals/
https://yahoo.uservoice.com/forums/204992-us-news
https://news.yahoo.com/


There hasn’t been a mad rush to hire the newly certified

semiconductor technicians just yet, Pearson

acknowledged, as the factories are still being built. So far,

the job placement rate is under 20%, and post-program

employment is not guaranteed. But Maricopa will try to

recommend students to other, related manufacturing

firms in the meantime. So far, about 700 students have

completed the program, and there’s a waiting list to

enroll. The program’s students are largely people of color

or first-generation college students, Pearson said, and

their ages have ranged from 20s to 60s.

US data still shows that someone with a college degree

will, on average, make more money in the long run than

someone without one. But the Maricopa program is a

good example of a way to prepare prospective

employees for an industry that might soon be desperate

for workers.

More from Quartz

The world’s biggest banknote printer

said the demand for cash hit a two-

decade low
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